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: / Don’t Rely on the Internet for Color
DESIGN | BY CHRISTIANNA MCCAUSLAND Never malch colors 9r select a.n IlEI'!T of l:ol.or as‘. shown on the internet. Sele'rl |-nlennr
colors, whether of paint or fabrics, with daylight in the room, as well as the existing or

| " planned interior lighting. Not only will colors change from what's on a computer (or
I N s I D E I I PS when seen under various types of lighting), but they'll also change depending on the

lexture of a fabric or a carpel.” -Rita St. Clair, Rita St. Clair Associates

Baltimore’s designers, architects, and decorators I
divulge their décor secrets. ¥ i _

WE'VE ALL DONE IT: wistfully daydreamed that one of those HGTV shows will knock on our door and remodel
the entire house in one weekend. Whether your home just needs some design tweaks and TLC, or it’s a hot mess

that defies the “where to begin?” question, a professional could probably offer some great advice to put you on the
path to a whole new look.

Lucky for you, we've asked the region’s best interior designers, decorators, and architects to spill their best :
tips. If your house isn't incredibly chie after all this free advice, you have no one to blame but yourself. L L

Buy the Best

“l think people have lost interest in buying quality. This has
become such a disposable society. Buy fewer, better pieces
of furniture or art, Take your time. Build a collection of things
thatwill last. Classic pieces never go out of style. And you can

FUNCTION AND FORM
“Really take time to think about the way you will use

a space and how it currently works—or doesn't. Think
about not only the day-to-day use, but the ways you
may need to adapt a space for guests or for your
future needs. People get so hung up on the aesthet
ics of o room that they forget obout the function and
wind up with a space thal doesn't serve their needs or
make sense. These con be very expensive mistakes.”
—-Kim Eastburn, Kimberly A. Eastburn Interior Design

style the room with less expensive accents that will make the
room feel "finished.” changing out those items as styles or

trends change.” —Erin Paige Pitts, Erin Paige Pitts Interiors
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Avoid Trends

E “Always be true to yourself, not a trend. If bohemian is who you

8 are, you should ditch the mainstream catalogs and go forit. And
MIX AND MATCH FINISHES ' Less is More if you don't know how to define your style, the beauty of the
“Incorporate a studied mix of different wood finishes & “When accessorizing, of lentimes, less is more, Accessoriz internet is how easily one can Google master bedrooms or liv
in a room. Mix painted wood with different natural z ing is about layering and knowing when to stop. Interesting ing rooms. Search through to see the vast, wonderful amount of
woods on furniture, floors, built-ins. They don’t have 2 accessories can stand alone and should share space with defined and indefinable styles being used in residences around
to mateh.” —Kelley Proxmire, Kelley Proxmire, Inc. things that highlight them rather than distract from them,” the world and use a favorite online photo as a jumping-off point.”

i ~Liz Dickson, Millbrook Circle Interior Design -Elizgabeth Cross-Beard, Jenkins Baer Associates
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